An informal chat with the Worship Team of Proclaimers Church by Tom Rawls
John 4:24, “God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth.” 

God is {a} spirit. This means that God is without a body; that He is not material or composed of parts; that He is invisible, in every place, pure and holy. This is one of the first truths of Christianity, and one of the most sublime pictures ever presented to the mind of man. 

1 Timothy 1:17, “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory forever and ever. Amen.” Of Moses it is written in Hebrews 11:27, “By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible.” 

God is SPIRIT – He is also light, love, justice, peace, pure, holy and without shadow. All of these intangible ingredients go to make up who God is – and we are called to worship HIM in spirit and in truth.
Many cultures have pictures or statues of their gods. Hindus has 3 million of which Jesus is one of them. These cultures have had some idea of God as an image or material, but the Bible declares that God is a pure spirit. 

As He is such a Spirit, He does not dwells in temples made with hands neither is He worshipped with men's hands as though He needed anything, seeing he gives to all life, and breath, and all things. Acts 17:24-25
As a being of pure spirit He is untainted by mixture, He is holy beyond imagination, He is eternal, immortal – having no beginning and having no end, neither created nor made. He is God and requires from us worship comprised of spirit and truth. He seeks from us, His creation, the offering of the spirit and the soul as well as the formal offering of the body. 
He seeks this sublime interaction on a spiritual plain as the homage of the HEART as well our talent, our gifts and abilities. But our spiritual worship is not limited to the invisible qualities of our life it involves the works of our hands, that of the lips, the hands, feet, the voice and the very essence of our life.
Paul, teaching on spiritual worship, makes this startling comment in Romans 12:1-2, “… in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God, this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 

When Jesus says in “spirit and in truth” He is saying it’s about the true nature of acceptable service rather than ceremonial worship. The context is set by the comment about which mountain worship is to be from – Jesus makes it clear – it’s not about a place but a state of being – in spirit and in truth. 
In the ages gone past God was not always impressed with the worship offered by His people. To Saul the prophet Samuel said, 1 Samuel 15:22-23, “But Samuel replied: "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry.” 

It is the invisible aspects of your heart that brings pleasure to God – it is hypocrisy to speak worship, show worship and make a song if in your heart there is no worship. Worship is all about the movement of your heart in spirit and in truth. 
Amos 5:21-24, “I hate, I despise your religious feasts; I cannot stand your assemblies. Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them. Away with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps. But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!” 

Worship offered will only be received if offered in spirit and in truth – note here that God doesn’t want religious feasts or burnt offerings, He won't even listen to the music – His wants the invisible qualities of justice and righteousness.

In the words of Jesus quoting the prophet Isaiah He says this in Matthew 15:7-9, “You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: 'These people honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.'”
So let me talk to you tonight about a few things on my heart: 

1. The double life: Secret identities – I think we all have a secret identity – I think in some ways we all lead a double life – but God through His Holy Spirit, His word help to reconcile those difference. 
We all have a public life and a private life – what God is seeking to do is to join the two and make them one life. We struggle with double mindedness, and double talk. We allow the gap and the inconsistencies of the two lives create a gap, a chasm – a huge gulf develops and then we fall. Our gifting takes us to the place of our weakness of character. We hear the conductor saying, “Mind the gap!” [A comment made for all who have travelled on the London Tube!]
I have seen too many great leaders fall because they lacked character. They were lifted in ministry to a place where their character could no longer sustain them. It may be glamorous for James Bond to lead a double life hiding his work as a 00 agent from the world – but it leads to heart ache in the real world. People are hurt, let down and disappointed – some even disillusioned. 

(a) Double minded – hypocrisy - James 4:7-9, “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom.” 

Having a secret life is deceit – but God is never fooled – as we seek to serve Him in worship our lives are exposed before Him – nothing is secret from Him - Hebrews 4:13, “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” 
It is difficult to lead worship and live a double life of sin or shame. It is deceit, dishonesty, pretence and shameful. In the grace and mercy of God Paul gives this wisdom; 2 Corinthians 4:2, “Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception.” If you are living a secret life renounce it while it is still a secret. 
Seek to live an authentic life. It’s okay to make mistakes, but be open and honest. Seek for accountability in your life from those who are spiritual leaders. Live a life in spirit and in truth. Proverbs 23:23, “Buy the truth and do not sell it; get wisdom, discipline and understanding.” 

(b) Double talk – living the lie. Instead of living the dream some are living the lie. Saying one thing and doing another – speaking to someone and in fact actually lying to them. This is called double talk – talking out of both sides of your mouth – lying to others is hurtful but truth is freeing.  
Proverbs 26:28, “A lying tongue hates those it hurts, and a flattering mouth works ruin.” Proverbs 26:23-24, “Like a coating of glaze over earthenware are fervent lips with an evil heart. A malicious man disguises himself with his lips, but in his heart he harbours deceit.” 
Don’t live with a disguise – don’t present to your world one picture and to others another picture of who you are. Live an authentic and complete life. Lying is hard – you need to lie to cover up lies and before long you have a very crooked life – no one trusts you – they will always suspect you of not handling the truth well. Trust broken is hard to repair. 

Sexual immorality is a killer and will damage our witness and our impact in leading a city into worship. Romans 1:24-25, “Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and served created things rather than the Creator-- who is forever praised. Amen.” 

Let us not exchange truth for lies – let us not exchange this spiritual for the mortal – let us not exchange the eternal for created things and let us be found worship God alone and living a life of worship – holy and acceptable to God – let us live lives worthy of the name Jesus. Be careful with the technologies of the our world, cameras, Internet and phones – make sure your Facebook lines up with your public life as a Christian – take care what you look at on the Internet, take care what you send via our phone. Don’t fall for the impersonal and easy disguise of texting, msm-ing and Blackberry messenger-ing – don’t live a disconnected life with private compartments – live a life that is whole, healthy and growing. Be open and live an accountable life in relationship with others. 
2. Single-mindedness – Living a whole life: 1 Thessalonians 5:23, “May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

(c) Double portion living – by investing and getting a double portion. Giving your best to others and investing in them for a future reward. Elisha got a double portion of Elijah’s spirit. Who are you investing in? 

Throughout scripture it talks about a double portion – Isaiah 61:7 speaking prophetically about Israel says, “And so they will inherit a double portion in their land, and everlasting joy will be theirs.” Our life in Christ can be equal to a double portion of life. Jesus says “life and life more abundantly” I love the double use of that word “LIFE.”
Paul puts it this way; Ephesians 3:19-21, “That you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations.”

We worship God out of the fullness of our hearts – we lead a church in worship on a Sunday out of the overflow of our hearts – living this life of a double portion – living a life of blessing and prosperity of soul. Overflowing into the lives of others is the leading of true worship.  
(d) Double edged sword – Hebrews 4:12 states that “… the word of God is living and active. [It is] sharper than any double-edged sword.” The power of the word of God is that “it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” It convicts, corrects, heals, strengthens and reveals truth. 
The power of the word of God is available to help you live a whole life worth of double honour - 1 Timothy 5:17 in speaking of leaders, Paul suggests that if a person is directing the affairs of the church and doing his work well then he should receive double honour – specifically this means a double salary – pay the man twice what he is getting is what this literally means. 
But let me draw a secondary application from this passage. “The elders [or leaders] who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honour, [respect, admiration, tribute, distinction and credit] especially those whose work is preaching and teaching.”  Communicating in word and deed – conveying the life and spirit of God – being a person whose life makes a statement on worship 
If you are a leader and leading well – living an authentic life, giving your best and seeking to worship out of your spirit and in truth – if your one who is seeking to invest in the lives of others – then you can expect this double honour upon your life – this grace, this sense of favour can be yours. 
Live a life of service to God – walk confidently before God and humbly before others. Be reliable and dependable – live open and honest lives – live accountably – carry the culture of the church – make sure you’re able to connect others with it – learn the power to communicate the passion and life of the church to inspire others to worship God with us.

Instructions:

1. Public Practice – make sure you are at rehearsals and communicate to the leader if you’re not able to make it. Ministry in our church is a great privilege not a right. Take the rehearsals seriously and learn how to flow together with others. Be diligent in rehearsals – come prepared. Follow leadership – honour leadership – serve leadership, give them your best in heart, attitude and in playing or singing. 

Arrive on time or communicate the reason why you’ll be late – understand that if you’re not at a rehearsal we can’t let you play on the weekend – understand we have policies that are used as guidelines to help us function –we have systems are in place for the benefit of the whole as we seek to fulfil our mission and live by purpose. We have appointed people who carry responsibility on our behalf make sure you seek to work with them, honour them and learn to flow with them. 
2. Private practice – make sure you give yourself to practice during the week at home. Make sure you have the CD’s and you listen to not only your part but to the parts of others. Make sure you have the music, not just the chord charts. Your personal practice will make the public rehearsals go much smoother. Be diligent to learn your instrument or develop your vocal skills – personal development is a personal responsibility. 

3. Personal development – make sure you are growing personally and spiritually. Your personal grow can be monitored by having a personal growth plan – [This resource is available through www.tomrawls.com ] 

Your spiritual life is vital to all concerned – it’s not just a private affair – if you stand in any position of leadership from hosting to hospitality and anything in between you will be on show. People have an inbuilt ability to read you – and to read your spiritual life – you can hide for a while but it will eventually show to the people you hang out and do life with. Of Caleb, God say in Numbers 14: 21, “He has a different spirit; he follows me passionately.” 
Psalms 37: 34 say, “Wait passionately for God.” The word wait carries an understanding of service – waiting tables is a good picture to describe the action. Serve the Lord with passion. Be passionate not proud – we can’t do Sunday service without musicians and singers but we can do Sunday service without you as an individual. Learn the secret of serving and learn to serve well. 
4. Performance – performance is not a dirty word for worship leaders. To perform is to engage with, to achieve, bring about, and to do justice to – it is a matter of motivation as well – it’s not all about a “look at me” spirit – that is pride and the bible says it comes before a fall. Performance is more of a look at what God has placed in my life and how I have worked with Him to make it excellent. 
The scripture encourages us to work hard at developing our gifting - 2 Timothy 1:6, “For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.” Take the gifts God has given you and “fan them into flame.”

As a church that is motivated by the cause of Christ – as a 21st Century Church we believe to communicate in the culture of today we need to understand that church needs to have a performance element to it – this is what people in our generation know and understand. 
This generation and culture relate to “live events” far quicker than they do to a “church service.” The unchurched can either be blown away by your God given gift or turned off by your lack of skill and gifting. Those not yet connected with Jesus can either be impacted by your skilful use of the talent God has given you or they can walk away and think that church is lacklustre and boring filled with second rate performers’ who think good enough is close enough.

Performance is closely associated with our culture of excellence. Our culture dictates that we seek by God’s grace to do the best we can with the resources available. What are you doing with the gift God has given you? Are you honing it to a fine edge, are you developing it to show forth the excellence of God or are you wallowing in false pride trying to hide your talent in the ground? 

We all know what 1 Samuel 16:7 says “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” So let us please all audiences – let's give man the performance they are expecting and give God a clear look at our hearts as we perform for Him! 

Conclusion:

(a) As God looks at your heart tonight what does He see? If there are inconsistencies within then spend some time tonight getting something right with God. Ask for forgiveness and strength to walk the life worthy of the name Jesus.

Psalms 19:14, “May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.” 
Let’s pray. 
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