The Power of Investing Well
By Tom Rawls

Read: Matthew 25: 14 ¢ 30
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Who likes investing in a project or a person or a stock that performs badly ¢ this last week

on Wall Street has seen some crises and calamity.

A friend of mine in Australia lost 25% of his net worth in 10 minutes ¢ from being worth 10
million he was worth 7 and a half million ¢ he was a bit upset ¢ to say the least. He
encouraged himself with the fact that he is still investing in heavenly ways and this
investment is really where his eternal treasures are ¢ he is confident that neither inflation

nor recession can touch his real investments ¢ my friend is a board member for
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(b) To invest well is great ¢ to see a return on your initial investment amount is great! But

how many of you know this is what Jesus said the kingdom of heaven was like C this parable

of Jesus is rich in understanding of what the Kingdom of Heaven is actually like. Jesus in

reality taught that the kingdom of heaven is all about investment, multiplication, growth

and hard work ¢ A 4 Q& | 0 2 dz(i  butlziNid/also/aHout: OIIRBA KNG 0 At AG & D |
closer at this parable.

M® [ SGQa  @tiedeis & nlasteld & goe® dn & dng journey ¢ this is none other
than Jesus Himself ¢ His journey was to be His ascension into Heaven and His return would
either be our death or His second coming. Simple hey?

2. The servants are His employees ¢ they are called to be the stewards of His property C this
is no doubt meant to be us! Note that the Kingdom of Heaven is all about being a servant of
His property ¢ about making sure we are good stewards ¢ great hey??

3. The talents Jesus entrusts to His servants are specifically & | A & (LaNE LISWR Ay (i dzN.
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If we were to assume they were given gold talents instead of silver talents then the
equivalent pound sterling per talent would equal £3.5 million or there about. It was to be
seen as not a little ¢ the talents in this parable can be understood to be money but just as
easily it could be understood to be our skills, our gifts, our time, our life, our potential, our
assets or our possessions. To bring it down to an easy equation it would be our time, talent
and treasure.

Which leads us to the first principle from this parable ¢ and that is that everything we have
has been given to us from God ¢ your strength, your health, your intellect, your intelligence,

your gifts and abilities as well as your possessions and all of your treasures. All of it has
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4. The next obvious principle is how and where do we invest these awesome talents from
God? Notice that two of the servants were praised as they demonstrated the power of the
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Kingdom of Heaven in multiplication and reproduction they increased their original
investment ¢ the third was rebuked for his wickedness and laziness for not doing anything
with what was entrusted to him.

The Kingdom of heaven is like this ¢ God gives you gifts, abilities, skills, talents, money,
possessions and expects you to turn a profit, God expects us to multiply what He originally
gave us to look after ¢ this is the nature of the kingdom of Heaven. The nature of the
Kingdom is all about the heroic adventure of investment and profits, the Kingdom of Heaven
is about risk and the operation of faith ¢ the kingdom of Heaven is all about growth,
fruitfulness and productivity ¢ the kingdom of heaven is into investment, multiplication,
increase, development, reproduction and prosperity. The kingdom of heaven is like an
investment that grows and causes abundance, success and fruitfulness!

Jesus further explained in another parable when He said in Matthew 13:33% He®told them
still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed
into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough."

Another parable told by Jesus is found in Luke 13:6-9% Thén he told this parable: "A man
had a fig-tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find
any. So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, 'For three years now I've been
coming to look for fruit on this fig-tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it
use up the soil?' "'Sir,' the man replied, 'leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig round it
and fertilise it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.""

The kingdom of God is about fruitfulness ¢ if a fig tree bears no fruit then it should be cut
down. The fault is not the environment or the financial climate, it was not the fruitlessness
of the other trees ¢ it was this tree ¢ it was the third servant who dug a hole and buried his
talent ¢ it was this tree that was on its own fruitless it had nothing to do with the rest of the
orchard ¢ the other trees were producing fruit it was this tree C it as the third servant ¢ he
made no profit unlike the previous two who turned their talents over 100 fold ¢ there is no
doubt the third guy could have does the same ¢ but he had a bad attitude ¢ he was cynical
and sarcastic ¢ he carried no respect for the master and did not have his heart.

5. To each was given according to their ability ¢ as people we need to have a sane

estimation of our lives our skills ad our abilities ¢ we need to understand also that just

because we were entrusted with 5, 2 or 1 talent that according to the parable this is still a

large sum ¢ each of us has enormous potential and an exciting destiny ¢ the point Jesus was
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have that reflects the nature of kingdom of heaven.

6. Matthew 25:16, HS /@S | & 2y OS | Yy R LJdwe arKtdldithroGghyhis @ (2 ¢
parable that we are to take what has been given to us immediate go out and put it to work. |

love the work ethic described here ¢ Paul says it like this way in 2 Thessalonians 3:10% Fo

even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: "If a man will not work, he shall not

eat." Working is a principle of the kingdom of Heaven ¢ even in perfection God instructed

Adam Genesis 2:15% Thé& LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to
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Solomon throughout Proverbs extolled the virtue of hard work and rebuked the lazy and
slack Proverbs 20:4% A sfuggard does not plough in season; so at harvest time he looks but
FTAYR& \P@verEsRY25dréésluggard's craving will be the death of him, because his
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Proverbs 24:30-34% | wént past the field of the sluggard, past the vineyard of the man who
lacks judgment; thorns had come up everywhere, the ground was covered with weeds, and
the stone wall was in ruins. | applied my heart to what | observed and learned a lesson from
what | saw: A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest and poverty will
come on you like a bandit and scarcity kS 'y F N¥SR Y| y ®¢

7. Have you ever considered what God has given you? Have you ever thought about the gifts
He has placed in your life? Have you ever wondered why you have an ability to make money
or create things of value? Have you ever wondered why you are such a great musician,
singer or public speaker ¢ have you ever wondered why your mind can work out computer
programmesand ¢ K & & @atizOnbkIBor a geek?? Have you ever wondered why so many
people come to you to ask for advice? What has God given to you ¢ what gifts, abilities,
talents has God placed in your life? Are you employing that ministry for the sake of the
Kingdom of God or do you squander this gift on yourself.
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steward of all God has given you. You must then make this fundamental shift in
understanding ¢ you are here to serve God and His kingdom ¢ D2 R Q& isklyaiifon U

Ephesians 3: 10, 6His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God

should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his

eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our LoONR @ €
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imperative that we see our stewardship and ministry as employing the skills he has given us

to increase our capacity and fulfil our destiny! It is at this point we get side tracked and start

putting our energies into things that are NOT the church. This is a time to sink our energies,

our talents and gifts into the local church ¢ we are here in the kingdom for such a time as

this. There is no place for lone rangers C those people who aimlessly wander from church to

church using their ministry!

8. The church! Have you ever wondered what to do with what you have? The answer is to
invest them again and again into the fertile soil of a local church. Ultimately this parable
encourages good investment and making profits ¢ 6 dziT R2Yy Q0 T2 NRHe
Kingdom of Heaven is like this! So ultimately what should be our attitude or mindset when it
comes to investment ¢ with banks and investment house failing where is the place of our
ultimate investment? Our ultimate vision is that we are investing for eternity ¢ how we
invest here on earth is to have an eternal perspective.
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Jesus put it this way in Matthew 6:19-213 Dodnot store up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for



yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do
not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heartwill0 S | £ 3 2 ®¢

What a powerful command from Jesus ¢ do not store up treasures here on earth ¢ but store
up treasures in Heaven C our eyes should always reflect the light of eternity in all we do. Of
course | have a bank account and | pay my bills and have money left over for savings and
entertainment ¢ but the end of the day | make sure | am using my wealth to store up
treasures in Heaven. My eye is always reflecting the glory of Heaven and the light of eternity
¢ | am conscious that my time, talent and treasure is from God and | will make sure | invest
it wisely with a mind towards Heaven. | must invest into the eternity of God through the
local church.

Obviously from the parable some people do not think like this. One of the servants took the
large sum of money C dug a hole and buried it ¢ this was a common practice in the day ¢ as
you might remember the Kingdom of Heaven is like a man who found treasure buried in the
ground and went out to sell all he had to buy the land and get the treasure ¢ the object of
that parable is finding a treasure and selling everything to posses it ¢ the object of our
parable today is to immediately go out and put your money to work ¢ put your gifts and
talents to work - the emphasis of this parable is to be stewards of all God has given us to
move it from 5 to 10 from 2 to 4 from 1 to 2. The point is twofold C one group of guys
invested and returned a profit the other guy just dug a hole and buried it ¢ he was rebuked
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bank ¢ he gave up before he got started ¢ he just dug a hole and buried what the master
had given him.

He wasted his opportunity to invest. He told the Master that He was a hard man ¢ this is the
only time this phrase is ever used in the bible ¢ He said you are a hard man ¢ why would he
have said that?? Jesus answered the question by saying he was both wicked and lazy! He
was challenged by the Masters expectations and choose not to rise to the occasion ¢ instead
he reacted by criticising the Master ¢ your hard, your harsh, you reap where you do not
sow! This servant had an attitude problem ¢ he was sarcastic, cynical and defensive. He
lacked a fundamental understanding of the kingdom of heaven ¢ he lacked an
understanding of the kingdoms nature of investment.

Producing a return is what the kingdom is all about ¢ God is very serious about us making a
return on our investment ¢ The Kingdom of God is like a man who invests and turns a profit.
We are called upon to be righteous and industrious with what God has given us! Sometimes
we waste our time, our skills and our money.
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to invest, to build capacity and increase fruitfulness. The kingdom of God is about you taking
responsibility for your own growth, to multiply your gifts and skills and talents. The kingdom

of God is about you moving from good to great ¢ from one level to another ¢ it is the
characteristic of the kingdom of God for you become an investor and turn a profit in your

time, talent and treasure ¢ why?? Because one day we must all give an account



The settling of accounts will one day take place ¢ in this life and in the next ¢ in this life we
come into places of accountability ¢ when we have been faithful to reproduce ¢ we have
been faithful at turning a profit ¢ we have been faithful to steward what the master has
given to us ¢ guess what?? He will put us in charge over more. How we handle money
matters will determine how we will handle spiritual matters.

Luke 16:10-12, "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you have not
been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if you
have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you property of your
20YKE

This parable reinterprets faithfulness ¢ this parable redefines faithfulness ¢ A 1 Qa y 24 2d
about doing a good job and being there year after year ¢ it about your ability to reproduce

leaders, to train and develop others to moving into your place ¢ it about wise investment in

others that we see others rise to levels of maturity and leadership within the life and the

church.

Conclusion:

The greatest investment ever made was by God Himself when He sowed the life and blood
of Jesus into a world soaked in sin ¢ God invested the life of His only Son and through His
death and resurrection He has reaped an incredible harvest ¢ an open door into Heaven ¢ a
fantastic relationship with God ¢ life giving and passionate connections with God through
Jesus Christ ¢ the profit was sin forgiven, life transformed, being given not just a second
chance but many new chances to live for God ¢ we have reaped the grace and mercy of God
C a life transforming connection with eternity and a friend forever.



